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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE very rapid ſale of the firſt edition of 

this Sermon, and the daily applications 
which are ſtill made for it, (ufficiently convince 
its. author how much his motive in publiſhing it 
7s approved. — Happy in the thought, that the 
aſſiſtance of a Widow who it left with Seven 
Children is deemed a ſufficient apology for ven- 
turing ſo haſly a compoſition into the world, its 
author preſumes to lay a ſecond edition before 
his friends ; entreating at the ſame time the con- 
tinuance of their candor, and gratefully acknow- 
ledging the experience which he has already had 


of tt. 


Sudbury, Sept. 18th, 1782. 
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T7 SERMON, &c. 


Jonn XVI. 22. 


And ye now therefore have forrow : but I will 
fee you again, and your heart ſhall rejoice, 
and your joy no man taketh from you. | 


HERE are many amongſt you, who 
| are attending the ſervice of this day, 
with feelings very different from thoſe to 
4 which you ; he been accuſtomed on former 
X Sabbaths. Formerly, you have been glad 
when the people ſaid to you, Came and 
let us go into the bouſe of the Lord. Your 
chearful voices immediately replied, © Our 
feet ſhall ſtand within thy gates, ob Feruſa- 
em. But oh how painful to you is the 
talk of attending the - preſent ſolemnities ! 
How dejected are thoſe countenances, which 
have here been enlivencd with the trueſt joy! 
How feeble and how faltering are thoſe voices 


* Pſal. exxii. 1, 2. 8 
whic 


1 61 
which uſed here to ſing forth the praiſes of 


God, in the moſt chearful elevated notes! 
How do thoſe hearts bleed, which have fo 
often received the ſtrongeſt conſolation here ! 
In ſhort, the ſcene is quite changed; and that 
houſe is become the houſe of mourning, 
which was once the houſe of rejoicing.— 
* How has the Lord covered the daughter of 
Zion with a cloud !-—+ Her gates are deſolate ; 
ber prieſts figh ; her virgins are afflicted ; and 
he is in bitterneſs. Even the recollection of 
your former pleaſures is now productive of 
pain: for alas! He who was the occaſion 
of them is no more. Thus Þ Jeruſalem re- 
membered, in the days of her affliction, and vf 
ber miſeries, all her pleaſant things that ſhe had 
in the days of old: and no doubt that re- 
membrance was the aggravation of tage 
miſeries. | 1 
4 1 e{1{ 99 
«Tis with a mournful pleaſure now, 
Lou think on ancient days: 
Then to this houſe did numbers come; 
And all their work v was Fin | 
| 1 WATTS. | 


Slaving been requeſted to take the lead in 
your worſhip on this melancholy occaſion, 
it ĩs my earneſt deſire, and has been my fer- 
vent prayer, that I may ſay ſomething conſo- 
latory to you. And that J may have an op- 


Lament. ii. 14. i. 4. 1 Ver. 7. 
Ar portunity 


1 7 1 
pottunity of doing this, I have made choice 
of the words that have been read, as the ſub- 


jet of my preſent diſcourſe %% And ye 
% now therefore have ſorrow : but I will ſee 
% you again, and your heart ſhall rejoice, and 
e your joy no man taketh from you.” 

Theſe words are part of that moſt affec- 
tionate addreſs which Chriſt delivered to his 
diſciples, juſt before his departure from this 
world. He perceived that they were much 
diſtreſſed by the notice which he had given 
them, that his hour was come, that he had 


finiſhed the work which his Father gave him to 


do, and that he was upon the point of re- 
turning to him. Their diſtreſs on this oc- 
caſion made a deep impreſſion on his com- 
paſſionate heart. He ſeems for a time to 
forget his own ſorrows, in order to alleviate 
theirs — * I wil] not leave you comfort- 
leſs,” ſaid he, and immediately gave them 
ſuch reaſons for his departure as were cal- 
culated to reconcile them to it. He begins 
with informing them, that he was going back 
to his Father's houſe, where he thould not 
fail to prepare a place for them; that he 
would ſoon return to them; that he would 
receive them to himſelf ; and that during his 
ablence, he would ſend down the Holy Spirit 
to be with them—whoſle office it would be to 
adminiſter every neceſſary conſolation, to give 
them every uſeful direction, and to bring all 


* John xiv. 18. 


things 


things to their remembrance which he had 
ſpoken to them. Theſe, and a variety of 
other particulars, were introduced into the 
'addreſs which our Lord made to his diſ- 
ciples on this c ion. But becauſe he knew 
there was nothing calculated to afford them 
more comfort than an aſſurance of ſeeing 
them again, this aſſurance was repeatedly | 
given, and in a great variety of language. 
The text contains one of theſe gracious 
- promiſes ; in which our Lord not only en- 
gages to ſee his diſciples again, but to ſee 
them in ſuch circumſtances as would pro- 
duce a joy, of which it would be out of the 
power of any man to rob them. — ** And ye 
% now therefore. have ſorrow : but I will ſee 
% you again, and your heart ſhall rejoice, and 
« your joy no man taketh from you. 


(| In diſcourſing from theſe words, I ſhall 


I. Repreſent more fully the occaſion of that 
ſorrow which was manifeſted by the diſ- 


ciples. 

i II. Conſider the aſſurance which our Lord 
! gave them, in order to remove it: 7 will 
= « fee you again. 

| III. Point out the effect which his return 
was to have upon them: your heart ſhall 

*& rejoice.” | A 

IV. I will affiſt you in contemplating the 


laſting nature of that joy, which they were 
thee | to 
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to experience, at their Maſter's. return: 
« your joy no man taketh from you.” As 
I proceed in conſidering the different parts 
of this text, it is my intention to accom- 
modate them to that very melancholy pro- 
vidence, which we are now aſſembled to 
improve. 


In doing which, I hope J ſhall not ap- 
pear to be taking an improper liberty with 
the paſſage, as it is not my deſign to run a pa- 


rallel between your preſent ſituation and that 


of the diſciples; their loſs was ſuch as can- 
not be equalled. All I mean is to point out 
ſome particulars in which there ſeems to be a 
faint reſemblance, directing you at the ſame 
time to derive your comfort from the ſame 
ſource to which our Lord led them. 


I. I am to repreſent the occaſion of that 
trouble to which our Lord referred, when he 
addreſſed his diſciples in the text, ſaying, 
and ye naw therefore have ſorrow.” —It has 
already been hinted that the reaſon of their 
uneaſineſs was, the declaration of their Maſ- 
ter, that the time of his departure was at 
hand; and if this event is attentively conſi- 
dered, I think you will agree with me that 
it was of a very diſtreſſing nature. Let it be 
recollected, that Jeſus was their affectionate, 
their faithful, and their common friend—that 
he was the moſt able, and at the ſame time the 
moſt condeſcending of all teachers—and that he 
was the head of that cauſe, to embark in which 


B they 


1 
they had given up their different worldly em- 
ployments.—Let it alſo be recollected, that 
they were about to loſe him by a violent 
and ignominious death—and that they were 
totally ignorant of his intended reſurrection 
from the dead, on the third day—let, I ſay, 
theſe things be recollected, and you will agree 
with me, that their ſorrow muſt be great. 

(1.) They were about to loſe their affec- 
tionate, their faithful, and their common 
friend. To him they had acceſs at all times, 
and on all occafions. Though he was he 
Prince of the kings of the earth; though he 
- was the only = begotten of the Father ; and 
though there dwelt in him all the fulneſs of the 
Goubead; yet he kept them at no diſcou- 
raging dane; he treated them with no 
forbidding reſerve; but countenanced the 
utmoſt freedom and familiarity. — He did 
not put them on a footing with the reſt of 
the world, but made them his confidents.— 
Theſe are the words which he addreſſed to 
them on this ſubject,“ «© Henceforth I call 
vou not ſervants ; for the ſervant knoweth 
not what his lord doeth: but I have called 
. you friends ; for all things that I have heard 

.Y my Father, I have made known unto 
ou. 
But (2,) They were not only about to loſe 
in Jeſus an invaluable friend, they were alſo 
to loſe the moſt able, and at the ſame time 


| John xv. 15. 
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1 
the moſt condeſcending of teachers.— His 
public diſcourſes abounded with information. 
In the judgment of his very enemies * ge 
ake as never man ſpake. They were ut- 
terly at a loſs to account for that amazing 
knowledge which he diſplayed, and they 
were the more aſtoniſhed, when they con- 
ſidered his mean extraction. One of the 
Evangeliſts informs us, T“ that when he was 
come into his own country, he taught the people 
in their ſynagogues, inſomuch that they were 
aſtoniſhed, and ſaid, Whence hath this man this 
wiſdom, and theſe mighty works? ts not this the 
Carpenter's ſon ? is not his mother called Mary? 
and his brethren, James, and Foſes, and Simon, 
and Judas? and bis fifters, are they not all 
with us? whence then hath this man all theſe 
things? 

But if there was in the public diſcourſes 
of Chriſt ſuch a diſplay of wiſdom, as filled 
the people with aſtoniſhment; how peculi- 
arly engaging and inſtructive muſt thoſe diſ- 
courſes have been which he privately deliver- 
ed amongſt his own diſciples! — It is certain 


that there was a vaſt difference between the 


public and the private teachings of our Lord. 
What he delivered to the people in para- 
bles, he delivered to his diſciples in the 
plaineſt language: Thole things too of which 
he gave the people only a general view, he 


* John vii. 46, + Mat, xiit. 53—56. 
B 2 explained 
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explained to the diſciples: And there were 
ſome things in which he inſtructed them, 
which he thought proper to keep entirely 
from the knowledge of the people at large. 
— The difference between his diſcourſes to 
his diſciples, and thoſe which were more 
openly delivered, gave him an opportunity to 
addreſs them in the following expreſſive 
language : * © Unto you it is given to know 


the myſteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to 


them it is not given. And almoſt immedi- 
ately after he had ſaid this, he congratulated 
them on their diſtinguiſhed honour in this 
reſpe& ; T Bleſſed are your eyes, for Fe fee ; 
and your ears, for they bear. Por verily 1 ſay 
unto. you, that many prophets, and righteous 


men, have defired to fee thoſe things which ye 


fee, and have. not ſeen them; ana to hear 
thoſe things which ye hear, and have not heard 
them.” _ 

If then the peculiar affection which our 
Lord expreſſed for his diſciples, and the ſpe- 
cial attention which he paid to them in ex- 
plaining his doctrine, are conſidered on the 
one hand; and the aſtoniſhing condeſcen- 
tion with which he inſtructed them in the 


myſteries of the kingdom, be attended to on 
the other; it will not appear wonderful to 
any of us that the proſpect of his depar- 
ture hould fill them with diſtreſs; they had 


Mat. xiii. 11. 1 Ver. 16, 17. 
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reaſon for dejection: eſpecially if it is recol- 

lected, | 
(3.) That he was the head of that 

cauſe, to embark in which they had for- 

ſaken their all. — He was the founder of 

their religion. —* He was the author of their 


faith. It was becauſe of their attachment 


to him thac the world hated them. — For 
him therefore to withdraw, and to leave 
them unſupported by his preſence, to en- 
counter the malice and the cruelty of their 
enemies, was a conſideration ſufficient to fill 
them with ſorrow. 
But if his departure was ſufficient of itſelf 
to diſtreſs them, 
( 4.) The manner in which he was to 
Jeave them was particularly calculated ro 
do it, — No fiery chariot was appointed to 
conduct him back to his Father's houſe. 
The King of Zion was to leave the world 
without any of thoſe marks of ſplendor and 
diſtinction which mankind ſo much admire: 
＋ The Captain of our jalvation was to be made 
perfect through ſuffering. He had a con- 
flict to ſupport, the proſpe& of which occa- 
ſioned him to ſweat even drops of blood.— 
The ſufferings of his life had been great and 
many; Þ for be was a man of ſorrows, and ac- 


guainted with grief; but the agonies of his 


death were to be excruciating. —The fury 
of men, the malice of devils, *and what was 


# Heb, ail. 2, + Heb, ii. 10. I Ifa. iii. 3. 
far 


(24 ] 
far worſe than either, the withdrawment of 
his Father's ſupport, were all to have their 
effect in bringing on his diſſolution. — Can 
it then be wondered at, that the diſciples were 
in heavineſs when their Lord was not only 
about to leave them, but to leave them by 
means of ſufferings the moſt painful and 
ſhocking ! Did he diſcover the tendereſt ſym- 
pathy, the moſt lively feeling for them, un- 
der all their forrows, and is it to be ſuppoſed 
that they had no feeling for him, in the 
near views of thoſe which were to cloſe his 
life ? 

I donot indeed ſuppoſe that they were ac- 
quainted with every circumſtance relating to 
the death of their great Lord; but thus 
much it is probable they knew, that it was 
to be violent, and that it was to be ignomi- 
nious; for he had told them that“ zhe Son 
of man would be betrayed into the hands of men, 
and they would kill him — and, the Evan- 
geliſt adds, they were exceeding forry.”'-— 
But again, 

(C.) The death of Chriſt was an event 
which could not fail to diſtreſs the diſci- 


.ples the more, becauſe they do not appear 


to have had any expectation of his rifing 


again. — Our Lord indeed frequently in- 


formed them of it, and ſometimes in ſuch 
plain intelligible language, that it ſeems 
truly aſtoniſhing how they could miſtake 
him ; an inſtance of which we have in the 


Mat. xvii, 22, 23. 
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paſſage to which I juſt now referred you, 


% The Son of man ſhall be betrayed into 


the hands of men, and they ſhall kill him, and 
the third day he ſhall be raiſed again. — 
The principal deſign of Chrift in my text 
alſo was to inform them of his intended re- 
ſurrection, . And ye now have ſorrow, but 
T will fee you again. -t ſeems very won- 
derful that ſuch plain, unequivocal declara- 
tions ſhould not be underſtood, but they un- 
derſtood them not, as appears from a variety 
of - circumſtances, and particularly from the 
following paſſage in the Goſpel of St. Luke, 
* « Then he took unto bim the twelve, 
and faid unto them, behold we go up to 
Ferufalem, and all things that are written 


by the prophets concernins the Son of man, 


4 ſhall be accompliſbed: for he” ſhall be deliver- 


ed unto the Gentiles — and they ſhall ſcourge 
him, and put him to death; and the third 
day he ſhall riſe again. And the Evangeliſt 
adds, they underſtood none of theſe things, and 
this faying was hid from them, neither knew 
they the things which were ſpoken. 

This aſtoniſhing ignorance of the intend- 
ed reſurrection of their Lord, may well be 
ſuppoſed to have added much to their diſtreſs 
at parting from him. —Had they underſtood 
that they were ſoon to ſee him again ; that 
the third day after his death would reſtore 
him to their fight : their grief on this occa- 


Luke xviii. 31— 34. 
ſion, 
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fion, muſt, in ſome degree, have been abat- 


ed; but they were in total ignorance; and 


therefore, when their Lord was actually gone, 
their language was the language of deſpair ; 
* « we fruſied that it had been be which ſhould 
bave redeemed Iſrael.” 


bave now repreſented to you the reaſons 


of that ſorrow which Chriſt's departure from 


his diſcinles. occaſioned in them. And, my 
friends, if the reaſons of that dejection which 
this day ſits upon your countenances are en- 
quired into, they will in ſome reſpects be 


found to be of a ſimilar nature. Sorrow has 
filled your hearts: for God in his providence 
has removed from you a moſt valuable and 


affectionate friend — a painful, an able, and a 


godly inſtructor — and you have loſt him 


under ſome circumſtances DEFRA af- 
flictive. 

Your ſorrow may be conſidered as ariſing 
from the loſs of a moſt valuable and affec- 


tionate friend.— There are very few to be 
found who poſſeſs the ſocial affections in a 


greater degree than they were poſſeſſed by 


your late Paſtor. He was led by them to 
acquaint himſelf very intimately with the dif- 
ferent parts of his flock; and very extenſively 8 
with the moſt worthy characters in other 
congregations: by whom, as well as by you, 
be was eſteemed very highly in love, not only 
for his work ſake, but alſo for his awn il 


* Luke xxiv. 21. 
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fake. — His compaſſion led him to enter vefy 
1 feellngly into all your ſorrows. He could 
= #* weep with thoſe who wept, as well as re- 
joice, with thoſe who rejoiced. — There was 
in him that manifeſt concern for your intereſt, 
which inſenfibly prevailed upon you to make 
him your confident; in doing which there 
are many here who have reaped great ad- 
vantage. His advice in temporal affairs has 
often been found of great benefit; but eſpe- 
cially in thoſe of a ſpiritual nature. Tt 
== was his delight to adminiſter conſolation to 
=& tbe afflicted; to cheer the ſpirits of the droop- 
ing; to inform the ignorant; to eſtabliſh the 
wavering; to reclaim the backſliding. In a 
word, his friendſhip diſcovered itſelf by every 
poſſible attention to your intereſt. 

Your ſorrow further ariſes from the loſs 
of a painful, an able, and godly inſtructor.— 
Your late Paſtor was furniſhed in a very li- 
beral manner with natural abilities : nor 
was he by any means inattentive to their 
improvement. As far as was conſiſtent with 
X paſtoral and friendly viſits; and as far as was 
conſiſtent with that exerciſe, which his often- 
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— interrupted health required; he + gave himſelf 
Y I wholly te reading, to meditation, and to dofirine. 
er i The gifts which were in him, he failed not 
1, to ſtir up; and accordingly his profiting ap- 
ly 3 peared to all men, —His perſuaſion of the truth 


and importance of the Goſpel, was firm and 
unſhaken. His views of its doctrines. were 
* Rom, xii. 15. + 1 Tim. iv. 13, 15. 

C clear ; 


1 18 1 


elear; his zeal to procure your practical regard 
to them, as well as your faith in them, was 
ardent, His public diſcourſes were plain and 
animated: they were not filled with ſpecu- 
lation, or with controverſy; but treated 
of thoſe ſubjects in which the intereſts of an 
immortal foul are moſt nearly concerned — 
his deſire was not to be the amuſing, but the 
inſtructive preacher. In ſhort, he was * 4 
workman that needed not to be aſhamed, 
rightly droiding the word of truth ; and 
(which muſt add great weight to all his diſ- 
1 courſes) Þ be was an example to the believers 
WR | in word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, 
in faith, in purity. I Ye are witneſſes, and God 

alſo, how Holily, and juſtly, and unblameably, 

he behaved himſelf amongſt you that believe. 

Te know how be exhorted, and comforted, 

and charged every one of you, as a father 

doth his children, that ye would walk ꝛwor- 

thy of Gad, who hath called you unto his 
kingdom and glory. But I muſt not here 
omit to make particular mention of his con- 

cern for, and attention to, the riſing genera- 
tion,— My young friends, you have loſt a 
miniſter who kept your beſt intereſts conti- 
nually in his view. The early remembrance 

of your Creator was a duty to which he was 
often exhorting you: the pleaſures of a 
religious life he often ſet before you. To uſe 

the ſtrong language of St. Paul, || he iravailed | 

m birth that Chriſt might be formed in you. Asa | 


* 2 Tim. ii, 15, +44 Tim. iv, 12, f 1 Theff, ii. 10—12. ; 
1 Gal. iv. 19.9 a | 
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proof of his attention to the lambs of this 
flock, it may not be improper to remind you 
of the inſtitution of your charity-ſchool, which 
owes its exiſtence to him, and which I hope 
will long remain amongſt you as a monu- 
ment of his benevolence. 5 19, 

But whilſt you ſorrow for the loſs of your 
valuable friend and able inſtructor, there 
are ſome circumſtances attending his depar- 
ture, which increaſe the affliction : par- 
ticularly the two following; you have loſt 
him in the midſt of his days, and in the 
midſt of his uſefulneſs. He has been re- 
moved at that ſtage of his life beyond which 
you might reaſonably have hoped to enjoy 
his miniſtrations for many years ; and juſt at 
a time, when his more than common uſeful- 
neſs rendered his continuance with you a 
bleſſing peculiarly defirable. But enough 
has been ſaid on the mournful part of the 
ſubject; — enough to ſhow that your ſorrows 
are not cauſeleſs. You have indeed reafon 
for lamentation ; and did you diſcover no 
concern on this fad occafion, you might juſt- 
ly be reproached with poſſeſſing a ſtoical in- 
ſenſibility. Humanity, friendſhip, religion, 
demand a tear from you. It is no proof of 
weakneſs ; nor is it any mark of an unſub- 
mitting temper.—Jeſus, the brighteſt or- 
nament of human nature, as well as the ex- 
preſs image of the divine, wept at the grave 
of a beloved friend; and in ſo doing gave 
us an example of ſenfibility.— I blame not 
pd OS. gs your 


1 


your ſorrows, my friends, they are natural, 
they are proper. I am a partaker with you 
in them. From my very ſoul I feel for, and 
ſympathize with, you; and ſo do all the 
neighbouring churches. You have. their 
pity, and what is far more valuable, you have 
their prayers. 

But though it muſt be acknowledged your 
ſorrows are natural, yet ought they not to 
be exceſſive. Nature will weep, but that 
you may not weep immoderately, attend to 
the voice of Religion ; to that voice which 
aſſures you that * you are not weeping even as 
others that have no hope. Great as your af- 
fliction is, you have ſuch conſolations pro- 
vided for you as are more than ſufficient 
for your ſupport under it. It is true, your 
Paſtor is gone; but he who gives paſtors and 
teachers after his own heart till lives.—An 
under-ſhepherd is removed; but I the great 
Shepherd and Biſhop of your ſouls ſtill remains. 
—A loving huſband, a tender parent, a 
faithful friend, is no more; but he who ſup- 
ports each of theſe characters, in a way pe- 
culiar to himſelf, ſtill continues. From theſe 
as well as from many other conſiderations, I 
might attempt to comfort-you, But I muſt 
not depart from the path marked out in 
my -text. —— The quarter to which I 
mean to lead you for comfort is the ſame 
as that to which Chriſt conducted his diſci- 


* 1 Theſſ.iv. 13. + Jer. ili. 13. 5 1 Pet. i, laſþ 
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ples, in the proſpect of his departure; which 
brings me to the | 


IId. Thing which I propeſed to conſider, 
viz. The aſſurance which our Lord gave 
them, in order to remove their ſorrow ; ye 
now have ſorrow, but let this comfort you, 
% will ſee you again. Though Chriſt was 
going from them, he was only going for a 
time; and, my dear friends, though your 
beloved Paſtor has left you in a very ſorrow- 


ful tate, rejoice that it is but for a time— 


your ſeparation will not be perpetual. 
Our Lord fulfilled his promiſe of ſeeing 


"MF his diſciples- again, immediately after his 
RX reſurrection from the dead — he fulfilled 


it when he called them out of this world 
—and he will fulfil it in a far more glorious 
manner, at the time of his ſecond coming. 
Such was his concern for his ſorrowful 
diſciples, that the very day on which he aroſe 
from the dead, he appeared to ſome of them. 


And in order to convince the Apoſtle Tho- 
mas, who was not then preſent, and who 
could not give credit to the report of his 
brethren, he afterwards appeared to him; 
ſuffering him to put his finger into the prints 
of thoſe nails, by which he had been fixed 


to his croſs, and to thruſt his hand into 


hat fide, which the ſoldier with his ſpear 


had pierced. —— Moreover, the writer of 


= the Acts of the Apoſtles informs us, that 
be ſhewed himſelf alive unto them after 


Acts i. 3, hi \ 
is 
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his paſſion, by many infallible proofs, being 
ſeen of them forty days, and ſpeaking of the 
things pertaining to the kingdom of God. 

The diſciples alſo received the fulfilment 
of this promiſe— I will ſee you again — 
immediately after their diſſolution.— To die, 
is to depart, and “ be with Chrift. To die, is 
+ to be abſent from the body, and preſent with the 
Lord.—As many of you as have believed in 
Jeſus, may derive great comfort from your me- 
ditations upon death, as it is thus repreſented. 
It is a repreſentation which muſt leſſen its ter- 
rors ; nay, which, if it is rightly attended to, 
muſt render it a defirable event. It is a repre- 
ſentation alſo. of the moſt confolatory nature, 


under the loſs of pious friends, They are gone | 


to be with Chrift, which is infinitely better 
than being with us; to weep on their ac- 


count is criminal. They have left a ſtate of 
diſtance from God, for a ſtate of eternal hap- 
pineſs with him. They are Þ ever with the 


Lord. They need not our pity, but rather * 
are entitled to our congratulations. Could 


they look down from their thrones of glory, 
and addreſs us, they would ſay, || Jeep not 


for us, but weep for yourſelves, and for your chil- 
Comfort yourſelves, ye mourn- 
ing Chriſtians, with theſe confiderations, un- 
der the loſs of your dear Paſtor: He is gone 
to be with Chriſt he has left the church 
militant, to engage in the more exalted ſer- 


dren. 


vices of the church triumphant. 


Luke xxiii. 28. 


1 
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* Phil. i. 23. + 2 Cor. v. 8. f 1 Theſf iv. 17. 
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Y ! 
But once more; this promiſe will receive a 


very glorious accompliſhment, when the Lord 
© Jeſus ſhall come the ſecond time.—In his diſ- 


t courſes with his diſciples, he made frequent 
mention of his ſecond coming, and exhorted 
„mem to prepare themſelves for it. In the 
5 MT moſt ftriking language he ſpoke of the glories 
C MX of it; and aſſured them of infinite ſatisfaction 
N and joy in that event. At his ſecond com- 
ing, he will be ſeen, not by the diſciples 
|. only, but by all mankind : * every eye ball 
- = fee bim. Affecting thought! Oh! that we 
2 could be brought to act under the influence of 
it, that fo we may ſhare in the pleaſures which 
© will then be experienced by his followers. 
ne But it is not true of our abſent Lord alone, 
cr that he will again be ſeen by his diſciples; 
C- MF it is no leſs true of all who have died in him, 
of chat they ſhall be reſtored to the ſight of their 
P- WT reſpective friends. | 

the Ve are not ſorrowing, my friends, under 
ner chat loſs ye now ſuſtain, + even as others, who 
ald ve no Hope. That precious duſt which 
ry, ye fo lately depoſited in yonder tomb, is 


there reſting in hope: your Paſtor I is not 
Bu. dead, but fleths : your acquaintance with 
rn- him is not at an end, it is only interrupted : 
un- WF Your connection is not diffolved, though it is 
one at preſent obſtructed. A time is coming, 
rch when he will ſhake off the ſlumbers of the 
ſer- grave; when the bands of death will be 
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17% Rev. i. 5. + 1 Theſſ. iv. 13. $ Mat. ix. 24. 
1 | looſed 
But | 
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looſed / for it is not poſſible that he ſhould be 
Holden of them); and when he will preſent 
himſelf to your view, arrayed in the garments 
of ſalvation. A time is coming, when, at the 
head of a goodly company, collected from 
amongſt thoſe who have been accuſtomed to 
worſhip in this place, he will proceed to the 
throne of God, and ſay, Behold here I am 
and the children whom thou haſt given me ! 
Chriſtians, , in this life only we had hope 

in Chriſt, we ſhould be of all men the moſt 
muſerable, but bleſſed be God, our hope 
pierces the glooms of death, and enters 
within the veil. Under its influence, a Chriſ- | 
tian can ſay with Job; TI know that my ö 
Regeemer lrveth, and that he ſhall ſtand at tbe 
latter day upon the earth ; and though after 
my Ein, worms deſtroy this body, 1 in my 
fleſh I ſhall fre God! - The God and Father 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt has begotten us again 
to a lively hope, by the reſurrection of Feſus Chriſt 
from the dead, to an inberitance mcorruptible, 
undefiled, and which fadeth not away !/—The 
prove dead are & /leeping in Feſus; and, when 

e returns, he will bring them with bim. + Pre- 
chu in the fight of the Lord is the death of 
his Saints. 

But I proceed to the 


Id. Clauſe in the text, which contains 
our Lord's aſſurance to his diſciples, that 


Acts ii. 24. + 1 Cor. xv. 19. 1 Job xix. 25, 26 
I Pet. i. 3, 4. $ 1 Theff. iv. 14. + Pfal. cxvi. 15. 
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when they ſhould ſee him again, their heart 
would rejoice.” | | 

His firſt appearance to them after his re- 
ſurrection produced great joy; * then were 
« the diſciples glad (ſays the Evangeliſt) 
« when they ſaw the Lord. Their language 
after his death ſeems to intimate that they 
had been diſappointed in him, that he was 
not the perſon for whom they had taken 
him; + © we truſted that it had been he which 
«* ſhould have redeemed Iſrael.” They were 
overjoyed, therefore, when he aroſe from 
the dead : their hope and faith immediately 
revived ; they regarded him as the faithful 
and true witneſs; and wherever they met 
each other, their congratulations upon this 


glorious event were mutual TH Lord is 


* riſen indeed! 

But if his firſt appearance to his diſciples 
after his reſurrection afforded great ſatis- 
faction, with what raptures do they now be- 
hold him in his exalted ſtate; and in a par- 
ticular manner, with what rapture will they 
view him at his ſecond coming !—On earth, 
they ſaw him in a ſtate of poverty, beſet 
with temptations, and conflicting with ene- 
mies; they ſaw him with a || ** vage mar- 
red more than any man, and his form more 
than the ſons of men.” During their ac- 
quaintance with him in this world, &“ he"was 
4 man of forrows, and acquainted with grief ; 


' John xx 20. + Luke xxiv. 21. f Ver. 34 || Ifa. 
Iii. 14. $ lu, 3, : 
D | he 


11 
* be was @ reproach of men, and deſpiſed of the 


people.” But what an alteration is now 
made in his appearance]! and under what 
different circumſtances will he be ſeen at his 
ſecond coming !—Yes, Sirs, he will come 
+ with power and great glory; for, to uſe his 
own incomprehenſible words, “ he will come 
in his own glory; in the glory of his Father ; 
and all the holy angels with bim. He will 
come like the triumphant conqueror of ſin, 
death, and hell. He will come like the il- 
luſtrious king of Zion, to conduct his fol- 
lowers to their deſtined thrones, and to make 
them partakers of his glory. He will come 
to fulfil the prayer which he offered up to 
his Father, 8 Father, I will that they alſo 
whom thou haſt given me, be with me where 
J am, that they may behold my glory which 
thou haſt given me.” And will not 
this be a moſt joyful day to the diſciples 
of Jeſus? Do you think it poſſible to have 
an adequate idea of the ſatisfaction they will 
then fee]? To be noticed in the triumphant 
proceſſions of kings and heroes would be a 
mark of honour and diſtinction, which could 
not fail of raiſing in our minds very exalted 
pleaſure ; but—to be noticed in that glorious 
appearance which the Son of God will make 
in the great day, what inexpreſſible delight 
muſt this occaſion ! As many of you, oh my 
hearers, as now ſee || no form or comelineſs in 


* Pſalm xxii. 6. + Mat. xxiv. 30. t Luke ix. 26. 
Mat. xvi. 27. XXV. 31. 5 John xvii. 24. || Iſa. liii. 2. 
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the Saviour, wherefore you ſhould dire him, 
be aſſured, that ten thouſand worlds will then 
appear as nothing, compared with one ſmile 
from his countenance. * “ N the Sen then, 
« Jeſt be be angry, and ye periſh from the way, 
when his wrath is kindled but a little: Bleſſed 
are all they that put their truſt m him.” 

And will the fight of the exalted Saviour 
put ſuch joy into the hearts of his diſciples ? 
In like manner, that interview which glorified 
ſaints will have in the future world, will pro- 
duce a joy unſpeakable. I think there can be 
no juſt cauſe for us to queſtion, whether good 
men will know each other in that world; I 
take it for granted that they will. And if fo, 
how will their hearts rejoice in the. glorious 
alteration which it will then be ſeen God has 
made in their appearance and circumſtances ! 
What an alteration will you then behold in 
your dear departed Paſtor No more will ye 
witneſs his ſtruggles with affliction. No more 
will ye hear him complaining of pain and 
weakneſs ; for + God has already wiped every 
tear from his eyes, and brought the days of his 
mourning to an everlaſting period. Moreover, 
at the reſurrection of the great day, I what- 
ever was corruptible will put on incorruption; 
and whatever was mortal will put on immorta- 
lity for then will be brought to paſs the ſaying 
which 1s ritten, Death is ſwallowed up in 


victory. '— That body which was lately /ozon 


* Pſalm ii, 12. + Rev, vii. laſt, Iſa. Ix. 20, 1 1 Cor. 
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28 
In corruption, will then be raiſed in incor- 
ruption; that body which was lately ſown 
in - diſhonour, will then be raiſed in glory. 
What was /own in weakneſ7, will then be 
raiſed in power; and what was , ſawn a na- 
tural body, will then be raed a fpiritual 
body. Though it once bore a reſemblance 
to the earthly, it will then bear a reſemblance 
to the heavenly Adam. Comfort yourſelves, 
then, and comfort' one another, with theſe 
words. Once more, 


IV. Our Lord affured his diſciples, that 
when they ſhould ſee him again, heir joy 
no man would- be able to take from them.” 
When he was in this world, the pleaſures 
ariſing from his preſence were very fre- 


quently abated, by the intimations which 


he gave them of his intended departure. But 
when Chriſt and his diſciples meet again, 
they meet to part no more; (to uſe the 
words of St. Paul) “ they hall be ever 
with the Lord. Nothing can ariſe to inter- 
rupt their fellowſhip, and much leſs to deſtroy 
it. Death, that cruel enemy, who is conti- 
nually ſeparating chief friends in this world, 
can obtain no admiſſion into the next. 
+ * Bleſſed and holy is he, that hath part in the 


firſt reſurrettion : on ſuch the ſecond death hath 


no power—.” The joy which will reſult from 
the viſion of Chriſt in the future world, will be 
everlaſting : and give me leave to add, ſo will 


* 1 Thefl. iv. 17. + Rev. xx, 6, 
that 
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| that which will then reſult from the fellowſhip 


of good men. The molt intimate friends often 
endure the agonizing pains of ſeparation. The 
affectionate huſband is here required to part 
with his beloved wife; and the affectionate 
wife with her beloved huſband. Parents 
muſt part with their lovely offspring; and the 
lovely offspring, from their tender parents. 
Friends, whoſe ſouls, like the fouls of Jona- 
than and David, are knit together, are rent 
aſunder. Miniſters alſo are called away from 
the dear people of their charge, and the peo- 
ple from their affectionate and faithful Mi- 
niſters ;—nor is this a ſeparation the leaſt 
painful, as appears from that very tender 
ſcene which is repreſented at the end of the 
xxth chapter of the Acts, where the Ephe- 
ſian Elders (at parting from the Apoſtle 
Paul, who had formerly been their Miniſter) 
are ſaid to have wept fore, to have fallen on 
his neck, and to have kiſſed him, ſorrowing 
moſt of all for the words which be ſpake, 
* that they ſhould ſee his face no more. '— But 


amidſt all the viciſſitudes of the preſent ſtate, 


let us contemplate that unchanging eternal 
friendſhip which reigns above. In heaven 
good men meet to part no more; their 
triendſhip is undecaying ; their pleaſures un- 


withering : “ their joy no man taketh from 


them.” Comfort yourſelves, then, my friends, 
under all the pains of your late bereave- 
ment. Ye ſhall ſee the face of your ho- 

I noured 


. 

oh 
7 

n 


= 8 

noured Paſtor again, never more to be parted 
from him: ye, with him, will be made “ p:/- 
lars in the temple of your God, and go no more 
out. What ſatisfaction does the Apoſtle Paul 
take in the thought of renewing his acquain- 
tance with good men in the heavenly world! 
+ ©© For what” (ſays he) © is our hope, or joy, or 
crown of rejoicing * Are not even ye in the pre- 
fence of our Lord Feſus Chrijt at his coming! 


For ye are our glory and joy. 


Having, as I propoſed, attended to the ſe- 
veral parts of the text, I will treſpaſs only a 
few minutes longer on your time in con- 
cluding my diſcourſe with ſome applicatory 
thoughts. And 


1. Let what has been ſaid, teach you 
ſubmiſſion, under the beavy affliction with 
which ye are now exerciſed. —At the fame 
time that the ſovereignty of God appears, in 
removing your dear Paſtor from you, his 
goodneſs and compaſſion no leſs appear, in 
providing ſuch ſtrong conſolation for you 
you are far from being left comfortleſs ; and 
therefore every repining thought ſhould be 
ſuppreſſed. Your duty is to 1“ be fill, and 
know that the Lord is God.” || A veſſel — fitted 


Jer the maſter's uſe is broken. One of F the 


precious ſons of Zion, comparable to fine gold, 
how has he been eſteemed as an earthen pitcher, 


the work of the hands of the potter ! The 


* Rev. iii. 12. 11 Theſſ. ii. 19, 20. 1 Pfal. xlvi. 8, 10. 
2 Tim. ü. 21. $ Lam, iv. 2. 


caſe 


1 


caſe is lamentable, but does not warrant 
repining. It is your duty to ſay, as did your 
bleſſed Lord ; * © Father — not my will, but 
thine be done.” The providence is myſte- 
rious, and our duty 1s patiently to wait for 
the arrival of that time, when he will explain 
the myſteries of his conduct, and in the fulleſt 
manner perform that promiſe which he made 
to Peter, when he ſaid, “ what I do thou 
knoweſl not now, but thou ſhalt know here- 
after.” 


& Hitherto I have been addreſſing the mem- 
bers of this church and congregation ; but 
in this place particular attention ſeems to 
be due to a mourning Widow and her 
Children. 


My dear fiſter — Submiſſion to that very 
affecting ſtroke of Providence by which one 
of the kindeſt of huſbands, and one of the 
beſt of fathers, is removed from our world, 
may appear a hard taſk. In order that you 
may be induced to perform it, ſuffer me to 
remind you, that as his ſituation is infinitely 
& happier than ever it was here, ſo your own 
is not altogether ſo deplorable as you may be 
ready to think it From this time you are 
taken under the ſpecial protection of heaven. 
God will ſupply the place of that valuable 
relative which you have loſt: accordingly he 
has directed his ſervants to Have their fatber- 


* Luke xxii. 42, + John xiii, 7. 1 Jer. xlix. 11. 
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leſs children with him — I will keep them a- 
live,” ſays he, and let thy widows truſt in me. 


Your afflictions abound; and it is my 


prayer to God, that he would make your con- 
ſolations much more abound. To his care 
and bleſſing I commend you. May his Grace 
be ſufficient for you, may his Spirit comfort, 
and his Providence ſmile upon you ; parti- 
cularly may he give you this pleaſure, (than 


which you cannot have a greater) to ſee all 


your children walk in the truth, 


My dear young friends It is with 
real concern that I reflect on your loſs. 
Io quality you for the buſineſs of the 
world — To furniſh you with every neceſſary 
degree of human knowledge—To introduce 
you into ſituations of comfort and advantage, 
—conſtituted the leaſt part of that attention 
which your late parent paid to you. If it 
was his defire to ſee you reſpectable and hap- 

y in this world, it was much more his 
deſire to fit you for eternal happineſs in the 
next. In doing which, he endeavoured to 
ſtore your minds with the principles of hea- 
venly wiſdom; he urged upon you the early re- 
membrance of your Creator ; he repreſented 


the ways of religion as F ways of pleaſantneſs, 


and its paths as paths of peace; he ſet be- 


fore you ſuch an example, as had the moſt 
direct tendency to fill you with reverence and 


* 3 John 4. + Prov, iii, 17. 
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with love to it. He ceaſed not to commend 
you to God in his daily prayers before the 
throne of grace. In a word, Be travailed 


| | in birth for his dear children, that Chriſt 


might be formed in their hearts. 

My young friends—your loſs is truly great, 
and if I may form my judgment from the 
melting ſcene which ſome of you exhibited 
at the grave of your father, you are not in- 
ſenſible of it. The manner in which you 
were there affected, ſtrongly proved your 
love to him.——lI intreat you then, out of re- 
gard to his memory, as well as out of regard 
to your own immortal fouls, follow the ad- 
vice which he gave you, and imitate the 
example which he ſet you; thus, as you 
grow in years and ſtature, you will grow * in 


favour with God and man. 


Be thankful for, and attentive to, the in- 
ſtructions of your ſurviving parent. Her 
beſt endeavours will be directed to the pro- 
motion of your happineſs: and I hope it 
will be your care through life to repay her 
folicitude for you, by the moſt amiable and 
dutiful conduct. As much as in you lies, 
take from her troubles, and increafe her 
comforts, under the loſs of your beloved fa- 
ther; let her find ſupport from your affection 
and from your piety, 


2. Since God has ſeen fit to put an end 


* Luke ii. laſt, 
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to the miniſtry of his dear ſervant, let me 
earneſtly call upon you who conſtantly at- 
tended upon it, to recollect the leading ob- 
jects which he had in view. To convince 
you of your miſery, as ſinners againſt God — 
to bring you to repentance, and to faith in 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt — to excite 'you to 
follow holineſs — and, in a word, to meeten 
you for heaven—were the great ends of his 
preaching.—Now then he is no more with 
you, to excite your attention to theſe things, 
let me earneſtly entreat you to keep his ad- 
monitions and counſels in your minds.“ Re- 
member him who has had the rule over you, and 
has ſpoken unto you the word of God, whoſe 
Faith, follow, confidering the end of his canver- 
ation; Tefus Chriſt, the ſame yeſterday, to- 
day, and for ever.” * | 


3. Let ſuch of you as had a high eſteem 
for my dear brother, but who neglected to 
pay a practical attention to his miniſtry, con- 
der what danger you are in of never more 
renewing an acquaintance with him. In 
your preſent ſtate you are excluded from thoſe 
regions into which he is gone; I cannot 
therefore addreſs you in the words of the 
text, © Ye ſhall ſee me again, and your hearts 
ſhall rejoice :” tor if you retain your pre- 
lent characters, you ſhall ſee him no more; 
or if you ever do ſee him, you will ſee in 


* Heb. xiii. 7. 
him 
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him what I am ſure will pierce your heatts 
with anguiſh, in him you will behold the per- 
ſon of an accuſer.—Lord, (will he ſay) * «< 7 
called, but they refuſed; I firetched out my 
8 hand, but they did not regard : they ſet at 


nought all my counſel, and would have none of 


8 my reprogf. 


Surely, my dear hearers, the very idea of 
meeting him as your accuſer, whom you have 
ſo long conſidered as your friend, and of meet- 


ing him in this character before the tribunal 

of God, muſt affect you. Let me then urge 

you to a timely concern about your immortal 
E ſouls. T Ariſe, therefore, and be doing, and the 

Tord be with you !* 

=X your calling and election ſure. - How greatly 


Þ+ ©© Grve diligence to make 


will your late miniſter rejoice in the final ſal- 
vation of ſuch of you who were left by him 
in the ſervice of Satan! How will he wel- 
come you into the regions of glory, ſaying, 
* Are not theſe as brands plucked out of the 


4. Let us all be excited, by the ſolemn 
providencę we this day lament, to give the 
cloſeſt attention to the miniſtry of the word. 
God puts the treaſures of heavenly grace and 
knowledge into 8 earthen veſſels, which are 
often breaking —4. The prophets, do tbey live 


for ever ? Alas! they are as frail as their 


„Prov. i. 24, 25, + 1 Chron. xxil. 16. f 2 Pet. i. 10. 
Zech. iii. 2. $ 2 Cor. iv. 7. + Zech. i. 5. 
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hearers ! In the recollection of this, * 0 give 
the more earneſt heed to the things which ye hear, 
leſt at any time ye ſhould tet them flip; for 
how fhall we eſcape, if we neglect ſo great 


ſatvation !” 


If to all the exhortations which I have 


this day given you, I may be permitted to add 
one more, it ſhall 


Be this: Let it bg your care, till Pro- 
vidence places another Paſtor over you, Þ ** 70 


preſerve the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of 


peace.” Be not carried about with divers 
and ſtrange doftrines.” Do not ſuffer your- 
ſelves to be influenced by || ##ching ears.— 
Let your attendance upon the worſhip of 
God IN THIS PLACE be regular; let a reign- 
ing love to the intereſt which Chrift 
eſtabliſhed here govern your a&ions.—TI do 
not give theſe exhortations becauſe I think 
that you ſtand in particular need of them, 
for I bear you record that, as a Society, you 
have been patterns of love and harmony; 
your affection for your late miniſter was truly 
exemplary.—Maintain your character. Still 
& ©* be of one heart and of one mind; + follow the 
things that make for peace, the hings where- 


with one may edify another —Thas n+ the God 


of love and peace ſhall be with you. 


* Heb. 11. 1, 3 1 Eph. iv. 3 1 Heb. xiii. 9. 
i} 2 Tim. iv. 3. Acts iv. 32. 2 Cor. xiii. 11. 
1 Rom. ziv. 19. „ 2 Cor. xiii. 11. 


I And 


WT + 


K ; 
[7 
4 | | 
4 \ 
! , 
F 
334 
| * 
b 
= 0 
; | 
of ; 


9 181 

„% And now, brethren, I commend you to 

5 Gad, and to the word of his grace, which ts 

F able to build you up, and to give you an in- 

f MR heritance among all them that are ſanctiſied. 
17% Him be glory in the church, by Chriſt 


Jiu ſiu, throughout all ages, world without end. 
J ; Amen. 


Acts xx. 32. + Epheſ. iii. laſt. 
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